
 

President’s Message and Notes from the 8/12/17 JCPA Meeting 
 

  
I’m finally recovering from my Post Oshkosh depression.  
It is invigorating when each day is filled with the 
excitement of visiting new places and meeting new 
people.  The challenges of flight  
planning around scary weather  
and forest fires added to the  
joyous sense of purpose each day  
offered.  Calculating density  
altitude effects when planning  
fuel stops also stimulated my  
brain and kept me “in the game”. 
Finally making my third flight to  
Oshkosh after talking about it  
for years also contributed to  
the smile on my face each day.  By the way, my Maule 
was a great camping plane for this trip! 

Once I got back, the routines of maintaining the house 
and doing yardwork and changing oil in our cars seemed 
more frustrating than satisfying.  Even doing my 
consulting work was a drag at first. Slowly I’ve readjusted 
to the normal pace of life and I started doing local flights 
again.  Now the flight to Oshkosh seems like a distant 
memory, but it is one I’m still happy to talk about. At 
Oshkosh, I was surrounded by people that live and 
breathe aviation, so now I have to think twice before 
talking about flying to strangers.  Not everybody on the 
street in Jefferson County is as enthusiastic about 
airplanes and flying as I am.  If you want to see more 
about my flight to Oshkosh, here is a link to a summary 
video I put together about the trip:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T9zEWDlF03U&t=3s  

I hope more of you get to experience the thrill of Oshkosh 
whether you fly yourself, or get there on a commercial 
flight. Just give yourself some time to readjust once you 
get home.  It really is part of a parallel reality.  

Another big opportunity for flying is coming up this 
weekend.  Several of us from the area are flying to 
Oregon to see the full eclipse of the sun.  That is a big 
deal for me because I met my wife at an eclipse in 1999. 
Whether you travel to Oregon to see the total eclipse, or  
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stay in Washington State and decide to watch the partial 
eclipse that will be visible here, be sure to use eclipse 
shades. Be aware that some unscrupulous retailers                                                       
                                                         have sold cheap paper  
                                                         sunglasses and have                                                         
them “eclipse                                called them  eclipse  
                                                        sunglasses.  Don’t look at 
                                                        the sun with any glasses 
                                                        unless they are 
                                                        ISO 1232-2:2015 
                                                        approved. That number 
                                                        should be inscribed on the 
                                                        inside of the temple. If you  
                                                        are interested in seeing  
                                                        the full eclipse, but don’t 
                                                         know where to go, here is 
a link to an interactive map of the eclipse path prepared 
by NASA: 
https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/sites/default/files/interacti
ve_map/index.html  
 
Be aware that this ia a massive gathering with people 
coming from all over the world to be part of it.  Locations 
along the path of totality will be jammed, and many 
airports have established a reservation system.  You 
won’t be allowed to land at places like Salem, Oregon 
unless you confirm your reservation number with the 
tower there.  A couple of airports that may have room 
left include Baker City, and McMinnville, OR. Just check 
before you go to be sure.   

 
Meeting Notes from 8/12/17 JCPA Gathering 

As promised when your current crop of officers ran for 
JCPA positions, the meetings would focus on social 
activities and issues that directly affect our pilots rather 
than on bureaucratic processes.  We started Saturday,  
                                                    8/12 with a hangar sale.  A    
                                                    handful of you brought  
                                                    things to sell, but most of  
                                                    you wandered through the 
                                                    sale tables looking for  
                                                    treasures you couldn’t live 
                                                    without.  I think it was a  
                                                   good success for a first year.  
                                                   Let’s build on that for next  
                                                   year.  (Next Page) 
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Following the hangar sale, we had a Bar-B-Que and about 
35 of you showed up to enjoy the burgers, bratwurst and 
other goodies provided by the participants and the JCPA. 
While eating summer food, many of you got to meet 
other members and talk to them for the first time.  It was 
good seeing everyone engaged and enjoying themselves.  
At least one of the members pointed out a mistake in the 
announced timing.  I’m sorry for any confusion, and I’ll 
spend more time proof reading future announcements to 
be sure the times are correct.  

The meeting itself covered several issues. Here is the 
substance of the meeting: 

Treasury:  The JCPA account currently has just over 
$3,600 in it. We spent about $100.00 on the BBQ and that 
was money well spent in my mind, but obviously we can’t 
continually spend without finding a way to replenish the 
funds.  I’m open to suggestions on how best to keep our 
account solidly in the green. 

DARP: Several of you have participated in follow-on 
meetings with the Disaster Airlift Response Pan group 
within the Jefferson County Department of Emergency 
Management.  Sheri gave a brief overview of the meeting 
held in the JeffCo library on 7/27/17.  Several exercises 
are in the works that will incorporate use of GA aircraft.  
I’ll keep you all up to date on what is being planned as I 
get updates from the JeffCo Department of Emergency 
Management. 

0S9 Runway Rehabilitation:  The County’s contractor 
began survey work associated with the runway 
rehabilitation project in July.  No updates on the time, or 
location for a meeting between the Port of Port 
Townsend, its contractor, the Washington State 
DOT/Aviation Department, the FAA’s Washington State 
Representative and the JCPA members.  I’ve requested an 
update on that planning process but have not heard back 
from the Port yet.  Again, I’ll keep you all posted on any 
planning news I receive.  I did make a commitment to 
ensure the meeting is held at a time that will 
accommodate as many JCPA members as possible.  

Fuel Tank replacement: The current fuel tanks for 100LL 

Are in below ground tanks that have to be replaced with 
an above ground installation with a catch basin for spilled 
fuel.  One of the Port’s planners did a walk around the 
airport with Scott Erickson and Eric Taylor to discuss 
possible locations for the new tanks.  The current plan is 
to leave the fueling station where it currently is and place 
the tanks elsewhere with underground lines to connect 
the tanks with the fueling station.  This project is still 
several years away and we’ll keep you posted as decisions 
are made on how to proceed.  The current plan will have 
little, or no impact on how we fuel our planes in the long 
term.   

Noise Abatement Area: Not all of you are aware of the 
noise abatement area the Port has established around 
the airport.  The noise abatement procedures are 
recommendations by the Port to minimize disturbance to 
residents around the airport, particularly on the south 
side.  The full noise abatement area and recommended 
procedures is located on this web page: 
http://portofpt.com/air-services/jefferson-county-
international-airport/  

In summary, the Port recommends maintaining runway 
heading to at least 700’ AGL and not initiating turns to 
the south until over the golf course when departing 
runway 27. When departing runway 09, climb to 700’ and 
wait until crossing the highway intersection before 
turning to the south.  For both departure directions, 
reduce power and RPM settings as soon as safety and 
performance permits. Try and fly south of the trailer park 
on the south side of 4 Corners Rd regardless of the 
runway in use.  Your help in reducing noise will be most 
appreciated because I have been getting a lot of 
complaint calls from one local resident.  

Oshkosh Stories: Quite a few of our JCPA members made 
the trip to Oshkosh this year.  We spent a fair amount of 
time at the meeting sharing stories about the trip and the 
experience of being there.  Neal talked about flying the B-
17, and some family experiences at Airventure.  Dave 
discussed the joy of taking his homebuilt DR-1 to the big 
show, and I shared some of my “it’s a small world 
afterall” stories.  
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Next Meeting:  The date for our September meeting has 
not been set in stone yet.  Over the course of our next 2 
meetings we will be focused on the upcoming elections 
for Port Commissioners.  Eric Taylor is coordinating with 
the incumbent Commissioners and the challengers to see 
when they will be available.  As of now, we don’t yet 
know if we will cover the election in 1, or 2 meetings.   

Future Presentations: Past presentations were given with 
a weak LCD projector and a subprime projection screen.  
As a result, the images were hard to see, particularly in 
the summer when the hangar is so bright.  To help with 
future presentations, I’m loaning a 42” HD TV to the 
group that can connect to a laptop for sharing 
information.  It may not be the biggest image available, 
but it will certainly be a lot brighter than the old LCD 
projector.   

Blackhawk Helicopters on a morale flight for soldiers from Fort Lewis the day of our last meeting.  

A truck with a 
radial engine  
at Oshkosh 


